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from the profane error of heathenism. And some in
the province of the Hessians, and others in Thuringia,
widely dispersed among the people, preached the word
of God to the country districts and villages.

A prodigious multitude both of the Hessians and of
the Thuringians received the sacraments of the faith,
and many thousand people were baptized. And when
now Gregory the Second of blessed memory, pope of
the apostolic see, was deceased,1 and glorious Gregory
the Younger2 ruled the chair of the apostolic summit
of the aforesaid see, again the saint's messengers came
to Rome and addressed the holy bishop of the apostolic
see, and showed to him the former alliance of friend-
ship which his predecessor mercifully conferred upon
Saint Boniface and his household. But also they
assured him of the saint's devoted and humble sub-
mission to the apostolic see for the future; and, in
accordance with their instructions, they prayed that
thenceforth he might in devout submission share in the
brotherhood and communion of the sacred bishop and
of the whole apostolic see. Then straightway the holy
pope of the apostolic see offered a conciliatory reply,
and granted communion of brotherhood and friend-
ship with himself and the apostolic see to Saint Boni-
face and to those subject to him. And he gave the
ambassadors an archbishop's pall,3 and sent them home
honorably with gifts and divers relics of saints.

The messengers on their arrival recited to Boniface
the voluntary replies of the man apostolic.   He now

1 ii February 731.        2 Gregory III (731-741).       3 E., 28.